Name ____________________________________
Date _____________
Period ____________

La Vita Nuova - by Euripides




        Great Books – Unrequited Love

For this play, please answer the following questions.  Please type the Response Journal on your own to keep it neat and readable.  The Response Journal will be collected on discussion day after you have used it to add to the class dialogue.
Title:  La Vita Nuova
Author:  _________________________________________

Date:  1231 A.D.

Topics:  (Find at least four)

________________________________
____________________________________


________________________________
____________________________________
History:

(When in his life is Dante writing this literary work?  Why does he feel it is necessary?)
______________________________________________________________________________

(What about this period in Dante’s culture do we know that might assist us in understanding this story better?)

______________________________________________________________________________
Synopsis:  (Who did what to whom?  Why?  What was the reaction?  How was the play resolved?  Please try to keep this down to ONE or TWO SENTENCES.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Author’s or cultures beliefs about love:

______________________________________________________________________________

Response Journal
1. Personal likes and dislikes of the plot.  Be specific.

a. Likes:

b. Dislikes:

2. Personal likes or dislikes of the writing style as it relates to the storytelling qualities of the plot, character, setting and outcome.

a. Likes:

b. Dislikes:

3. Did the reader find the story confusing, motivating, enlightening, overdrawn, and non-applicative, etc?  What questions would you have after reading this play?

1. How is the plot constructed?  Who are the protagonist (the character the reader is asked to identify with most) and the antagonist (the character who mostly gets in the way of the protagonist’s goals)?  Who are the other main characters in the play and what roles do they play?  

2. What are some possible themes (life lessons that go beyond circumstance or plot) of this play?  What characters/lines/events reveal this?

3. What cultural norms/values are revealed in the story?  Think about how characters respond to circumstances and other characters.  What is expected from others?  How is their culture different from ours?  How is it the same?

a. What do the characters in the story consider as love?  How is it demonstrated?

b. What is desired by Dante?  How?  In what ways does he demonstrate this?  Why?

c. What does love have to do with this story?

d. How does love evolve within the story?  Explain.

e. How is writing and poetry treated?  Why?

f. How do conflicts get started?  Why?  How do they get resolved?

g. Who loves in this literary work, if anyone?  How is love portrayed it?

h. Who is cheated in this play, if anyone?  How?  Is it deserved?  Why or why not?

i. How is death portrayed?  How do the characters see death?  How does our culture see death?  What makes the difference?

j. Who wins in this story?  Explain.

4. What does the text reveal about the value/purpose of the main characters?  For example, what does the play say about the cultural value/purpose of:

a. Women:  

b. Poetry:

c. Poets:  

d. God:  

e. Friendship, family, human communities:
