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Study guide for The Jungle by Upton Sinclair

Chapter 1 (PLOT)

1. What event has just finished for the characters when we begin reading chapter one?

2. Describe Marija Berczynskas and explain her role in chapter one.

3. Describe Ona Lukoszaite physically and psychologically during this chapter.

4. Where does this event take place?  Is this appropriate?  Why or why not?

5. List five items (decorations/pieces of clothing) that were used to make this event special.

6. How does Ona feel about the entire event?

7. Briefly describe Tamoszius Kuszleika.

8. List three “parts” of the event as you read about them.  In other words, what do they DO here when they are gathered together?

9. List three of the people described and his/her occupation.

10. Describe the clothing they wear.

11. Why does Sinclair say that we, the readers, would not smile if we knew the story of Jadvyga and Mikolas?

12. What were people trying to get away with during the festivities?  How?

13. What was the phrase Jurgis used as “the solution to all difficulties”?

14. What does every person have to do the following morning at seven o’clock?

(INFERENCE) Figure out the answers based on what you have read.
15. How important is this event to the people attending it?

16. What have they sacrificed in order for the event to happen?

17. How does Upton Sinclair want the readers to feel about the people at the event?
