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“The Cold Equations” by Tom Godwin

Study Guide Questions:


Answer the questions in complete sentences as you read or after you read the text.

1. How will a stowaway affect the fuel supply?

________________________________________________________________________

2. What does the pilot know about the consequences for a stowaway?

________________________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think the author describes the girl’s appearance in such detail?

________________________________________________________________________

4. Is the sign that says “UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL KEEP OUT” worded strongly enough?  Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

5. Why do you think that the pilot does not want to jettison the girl?

________________________________________________________________________

6. The author compares the girl to a rag doll and the girl’s lips to a cupid’s bow.  Why do you think he does this?

________________________________________________________________________

7. Does anyone really want the girl dead?  How do you know? (Give examples from the text.)

________________________________________________________________________

8. Marilyn did not consider boarding the EDS ship to be a difficult decision, but her choice holds disastrous consequences.  Give an example of an “easy” choice that people face these days which could hold weighty consequences.

________________________________________________________________________

9. Why will Marilyn’s letters be important at some time in the future?

________________________________________________________________________

10. Do you think Gerry handle the episode with the kitten correctly?  How did you arrive at that conclusion?

________________________________________________________________________

11. Why does the author give us the graphic description of how Marilyn will die?

________________________________________________________________________

12. Describe Barton’s character.  What do you think of him?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________

13. Is this a good way to end the story?  Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

